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The military high command put down an officers' revolt in mid-July and removed two officers from
their posts for failing to detect the conspiracy, according to a military source. Col. Cesar Antunez
said some 30 army officers planned to stage a barracks revolt against army chief Col. Rodolfo
Interiano and Col. Eugenio Romero, chief of the joint command staff.
Local radio reports said the plotters were members of the governing Partido Liberal and the plan
was foiled when a member of the group informed the high command. Antunez was reassigned in
1998 for participating in a similar rebellion against the high command (see NotiCen, 1998-10-08).
Interiano has been at the center of unrest within the upper ranks since his appointment in 1992. At
that time, a group of officers complained that Interiano had been promoted over officers with higher
rank and longer service (see NotiCen, 1999-02-11).
The supposed revolt came two months after an army effort failed to short-circuit civilian control
of the military under Defense Minister Edgardo Dumas (see NotiCen, 1999-07-01), and days after
Dumas took control of arms sales away from the military's Instituto de Prevision Militar (IPM) [see
NotiCen, 1999-07-15]. Interiano ordered the removal of Col. Francisco Lima Bueso, head of army
operations, and Col. Saul Estrada, chief of army counterintelligence, charging them with failure to
uncover the plot.
Antunez described Lima Bueso as "a stone in the shoe" of the high command. Defense Minister
Dumas was out of the country at the time, but Vice Minister Gen. Roberto Lazarus signed the
orders disciplining the two officers. Human rights advocate says plot may have been faked Ramon
Custodio, head of the Comite para la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos (CODEH), said the
conspiracy might have been a ruse to justify the removal of officers loyal to the Constitution and to
the principle of civilian control of the military.
Lima Bueso's replacement is Col. Abram Reyes, one of the officers who tried to persuade the
legislature to defeat demilitarization efforts and retain officers privileges. Interiano has denied
there was any unrest in the military, and as yet many of the details of Antunez's story have not been
confirmed. But Custodio suggested that, if Defense Vice Minister Lazarus signed the orders for
removal and transfer of the two officers, that action confirms that President Carlos Flores was wrong
to place a retired general with links to the IPM in the defense ministry.
Meanwhile, Mamilio Rodas, chair of the National Assembly's defense committee, called on
Dumas and the president to investigate the alleged conspiracy. "At any moment we could have a
breakdown in the Armed Forces, " he said.
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Rodas said the armed forces were split into two camps, one in rebellion against the high command
because of issues of promotion and perquisites and the other, which he called "politicos," who
dominate the military and have the support of President Flores. Rodas said military rules governing
promotions require that the officers with the longest service have the command positions. Ignoring
those rules indicates that "the institution has begun to collapse." [Sources: Notimex, 07/22/99; El
Tiempo (Honduras), 07/23/99, 07/24/99]
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